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Keynote Speaker and Presenter 
Abstracts, Descriptions, and Bios 

 
Keynote Speaker 
 

Cheryl Ann Chase, PhD 

Chasing Your Potential, LLC 
 

Executive Functions: What are they, why are they important, and how can I help? 

 

“Executive functions”  is a term used to describe a broad set of cognitive skills that, when working 

properly, allow students to manage impulses, work in a deliberate and thoughtful manner, and 

organize their time and materials. When development of these skills is delayed, as is often the case 

in those with learning disabilities, ADHD, or emotional disorders, academic performance suffers, 

but for reasons not fully understood. When working with students who have special educational 

needs, it is imperative that professionals also consider whether or not the student is displaying age-

appropriate executive skills; additional assessment and intervention may be necessary. This 

workshop will define the term “executive functioning” using clear, easy to understand terms. It will 

also draw the connection between executive functioning and academics, highlighting the ways in 

which executive dysfunction can negatively impact learning and performance. Finally, many 

concrete strategies will be provided that can be used to support a student with weak executive 

functioning. 
 

Scott DeSimone 

Really Great Reading 

Decoding and the Struggling Reader – 4 Part Workshop 
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Abstract 

This workshop explores the best practices for teaching the foundational skills that all students need 

to become efficient and effective decoders. It helps educators understand the best practices when 

addressing the needs of emerging and struggling readers and pinpoints resources that are critical to 

successfully help students become strong decoders. 

Description 

The presentation will begin by discussing the importance of research aligned instruction and 

reviewing a glossary of key terms that are often misunderstood. Next, the presenter will demonstrate 

instructional techniques and allow the participants to practice through scaffolded support. 

Participants will get a chance to finger-stretch words, work with a partner, and divide words into 

syllables using manipulatives. Participants will leave with a stronger understanding of the English 

code and substructures of the English language and how to teach those to students. The presentation 

will teach instructional routines that can be taken immediately back to the classroom without any 

specialized materials or training, beyond what they learn here. 

Presenter Bio 

Scott DeSimone, one of the founders of Really Great Reading, travels nationwide helping teachers 

learn the most powerful and efficient ways to teach beginning and struggling readers to decode. He 

has spearheaded the development of multiple programs for teaching decoding, including print 

products and online components. 
 

Angie Neal, M.S., CCC-SLP 

Greenville County School District 

What Are Words Anyway? 
 

Abstract 
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The Language Foundation for Literacy will provide participants with critical information to help 

student learning. The focus will be on phonemic awareness, phonological awareness, morphology 

and semantics. 

 

Description 

The Language Foundation for literacy will share information with participants regarding phonemic 

awareness, phonological awareness, morphology and semantics and how these areas are critical to 

developing literacy. Literacy is defined as speaking, listening, reading, writing and thinking. All of 

these skills have a foundation in language – the words we use, the meaning of the words, how the 

meaning changes when morphemes are added to them and how words are put together sound-by-

sound and syllable-by-syllable. When educators learn the components parts of words, instruction 

via word study, can be significantly enhanced and literacy skills for both decoding and encoding, 

significantly improved.  

 

This workshop will include the Simple View of Reading (Gough & Tunmer, 1986) as well as 

Scarborough’s Reading Rope (Scarborough, 2001) in addition to many references to the research. 

Specific publications that will be discussed include The Essentials of Assessing, Preventing and 

Overcoming Reading Disabilities, David Kilpatrick, 2015 as well as Language At the Speed of 

Sight, Mark Seidenburg, 2017.    

  

Presenter Bio 

Angie Neal is a Speech-Language Pathologist from Greenville, South Carolina. She earned her 

Certificate of Clinical Competence after obtaining her Master’s Degree in Speech-Language 

Pathology from San Francisco State University. She is a published author, clinical supervisor and 

served on the board of the South Carolina Speech and Hearing Association. Mrs. Neal has worked 

in outpatient pediatrics and school settings, but her passion is helping students succeed in an 
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academic setting. Mrs. Neal frequently presents across the United States and uses her animated 

presentation style to share practical strategies that can be quickly and easily implemented.  
 

Lauren Baron, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 

University of South Carolina 

Language and Dyslexia: Understanding Why and How to Screen Language 

Abilities  
 

Abstract 

This presentation will describe how language is related to reading ability and explain why it is 

important to measure language development in children with dyslexia. We will also share the 

results of recent efforts to screen language and reading abilities in early elementary students in 

South Carolina. 

 

Description 

Members of the South Carolina Research on Language and Literacy (SCROLL) Lab in the 

Department of Communication Sciences & Disorders at University of South Carolina will give this 

presentation. The three primary objectives of this presentation are to: 1. Describe how language is 

related to reading ability. 2. Explain why it is important to measure language development in 

children with dyslexia. 3. Share the results of recent efforts to screen language and reading abilities 

in the early elementary grades in South Carolina  

 

First, we will speak about how language is related to reading ability and explain why it is important 

to measure language development in children with dyslexia. Over 30 years of research has 

established that oral language skills set the foundation for reading and writing development (see 

Hogan, Cain, & Bridges, 2012, for review). Accordingly, many children with dyslexia have a 

history of early language difficulties (Scarborough, 2005; Snowling, Bishop, & Stothard, 2000). 
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Despite the high prevalence of language-based learning difficulties, less than one third of children 

with clinically significant language deficits are identified before they struggle to read (Adlof, 

Scoggins, Brazendale, Babb, & Petscher, 2017; Nation, Clarke, Marshall, & Durand, 2004; 

Tomblin et al., 1997). This results in a missed opportunity to provide early language intervention 

that could increase the odds of attaining successful literacy (Shanahan & Lonigan, 2010).  

 

Next, we will discuss the purpose of universal screening. Currently, many schools use response to 

intervention (RTI) or multi-tiered systems of support (MTSS) frameworks to identify students who 

may qualify for special education services for reading or other academic subjects (e.g., math) and 

measure students’ academic progress over time. Within RTI and MTSS frameworks, as well other 

school assessment frameworks, universal screening measures can be useful for identifying children 

at risk for reading and language disabilities, who might not otherwise be flagged, and who might 

benefit from additional assessment or supplemental instruction. As of May 18, 2018, South 

Carolina’s Act 213 requires that school districts conduct universal screening of reading abilities in 

kindergarten and first grade; however, the state does not require or acknowledge the importance of 

screening language. In this context, we will review recent evidence from our lab indicating that 

group-administered screens are a practical and efficient way to identify students at risk of language 

impairment when it co-occurs with dyslexia and when it occurs separately from dyslexia (Adlof et 

al., 2017; Hendricks, Adlof, Alonzo, Fox, & Hogan, 2019). Moreover, these group-administered 

screens provide useful information about a child’s reading profile that is not typically included in 

dyslexia screening batteries but can be useful for informing reading instruction.  

 

Finally, we will share the process of iteratively developing a group-administered language screen 

and the results of language and reading screenings conducted by the SCROLL Lab. In the 2018-

2019 academic year, we screened the language and reading skills of 1,291 elementary-aged students 

from 10 schools in a large, suburban district. We will report (a) the feasibility, reliability, and 

validity of the language screening measure and (b) sensitivity and specificity of the combined 
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screening. We will also discuss (c) our future directions for further development and (d) ways that 

schools can begin implementing their own language screening and progress monitoring measures.  

Lauren S. Baron, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, is a postdoctoral research fellow and project coordinator in the 

SCROLL Lab at the University of South Carolina. Her research examines school-age children with 

language and literacy impairments, with a focus on word learning, executive function, and 

technology-based assessments and interventions. Dr. Baron's research interests are driven by her 

clinical experience in schools and private practice settings.  

Joanna Scoggins, M.Ed., CCC-SLP, is the Assistant Director of External Clinical Practicum at the 

University of South Carolina. She received her Master's degree from the University of Georgia in 

2001. She worked for 10 years as a school-based SLP and AAC specialist and another 3 years in 

the disabilities sector in Ireland. Joanna joined the team at the University of South Carolina as a 

research project coordinator in the SCROLL Lab before joining the clinical faculty as a practicum 

administrator.  

Allison Blakeley, M.S., CCC-SLP, is a Project Coordinator for the SCROLL Lab at the University 

of South Carolina. Allison completed her Master of Science in Speech-Language Pathology at 

Pacific University and her clinical fellowship at a pediatric outpatient clinic. She has worked as an 

SLP and clinical supervisor in school and private practice settings. Allison’s research interests 

include augmentative and alternative communication (AAC), child language, and literacy.  

Suzanne M. Adlof, Ph.D., is an associate professor of Communication Sciences and Disorders at 

the University of South Carolina and the director of the SCROLL Lab. Her research focuses on the 

relations between oral and written language development, and on identification and treatment of 

language and reading disorders to promote positive outcomes. This research has been supported by 

grants from the National Institutes of Health, Institute of Education Sciences, American Speech-

Language-Hearing Foundation, and Central Carolina Community Foundation. In July 2019, Dr. 

Adlof was awarded the Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers (PECASE) 

from the United States Government.  
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Cheryl A. Chase, Ph.D. 

Chasing Your Potential, LLC 

Social-Emotional Challenges of Learning and Attention Issues: Learned helplessness and a 

growth mindset 

Children with learning and attention challenges, because they face many obstacles, are vulnerable 

to developing a belief that their success or failure in school is controlled by external forces such as 

luck or chance, rather than by their own efforts. This can lead to the development of a condition 

known as learned helplessness, a powerful psychological situation in which the child displays a 

passive resignation to events and circumstances around him or her, and no longer puts forth effort. 

For example, repeated struggles with reading can lead the child to stop trying. Once learned 

helplessness has developed, traditional reading interventions can fail to produce gains, but for 

reasons not often appreciated. This talk will explain the construct of learned helplessness, make the 

connection to children with learning and attention challenges, and offer the audience strategies and 

tools to combat the development of this condition in children they serve.  

Priscilla Allen, M.Ed. 

Project Read 

Project Read® Curriculum including Phonics, Reading Comprehension, and 

Writing 
 

Abstract 

Project Read® curriculum is a research-based language arts program with instructional materials 

for phonics, reading comprehension, and writing. The instruction honors diverse learning profiles 

and provides lessons built on direct concept teaching, targeted multisensory strategies, and higher-

level thinking skills.  

 

Description 
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This hour-long presentation will include an overview of the Project Read® curriculum and 

multisensory instructional strategies. An emphasis will be placed on the Framing Your Thoughts® 

written expression curriculum. Participants will engage with the presenter to gain a wider 

knowledge of the Project Read® instruction and understand the Language Circle principals of direct 

concept teaching, multisensory processing, and teach-to-transfer integration of skills.  

 

The following publications will be used in the presentation: Project Read® Phonics 1 & 2 - Author: 

Victoria Greene - Publication: 2015 Project Read® Linguistics - Author: Victoria Greene - 

Publication: 2010 Project Read® Framing Your Thoughts® Sentence Structure - Author: Victoria 

Greene - Publication: 2018 Project Read® Framing Your Thoughts® Paragraph Writing - Author: 

Victoria Greene - Publication: 2018 Project Read® Report Form Process - Author: Victoria Greene 

- Publication: 2010 Project Read® Story Form Literature Connection - Author: Victoria Greene - 

Publication: 2010 Project Read® Story Form Comprehension - Author: Victoria Greene - 

Publication: 2010 Project Read® Bridge to Reading - Author: Victoria Greene - Publication: 2016 

 

Presenter Bio 

Priscilla Allen Professional Experience: • 47 years as elementary educator, grades K-6 • 15 years 

as supervisor of elementary English/language arts for Garland ISD, Garland, TX • 40 years’ 

experience coaching teachers / doing classroom demonstration teaching and training • 17 years’ 

experience as independent national consultant for Language Circle Enterprises, Inc. • Bachelor’s 

Degree, Baylor University • Master’s Degree, University of North Texas • Texas Administrator’s 

Certificate, Texas A&M • Commerce/ Gifted & Talented certification, Texas Women’s University 
 

Elyse Comer, MOTR/L 

Prisma Health Children’s Hospital - Kidnetics 

Making Sense of Sensory Processing! 
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Abstract 

Every person experiences sensory processing in different ways. As adults, we learn to wear 

certain types of clothes, eat certain types of foods, participate in certain activities, and develop 

habits that keep us modulated and engaged throughout the day, so that we can maximize our 

functional performance. This presentation will break down each sensory system and offer insight 

into deciphering a person’s sensory needs. 

 

Description 

Making sense of sensory processing will utilize a PowerPoint presentation to discuss each sensory 

system and how sensory processing difficulties can detrimentally affect a person’s participation in 

their daily occupations (student, employee, son/daughter, friend, sibling, coworker, teammate, etc.). 

The three main categories of sensory processing: sensory defensiveness, sensory modulation, and 

praxis (motor planning) will be explained in a variety of formats. Simple strategies for all sensory 

needs will be provided that you can implement in your next session. Bring your questions about 

your student’s sensory challenges and lets brainstorm together! 

 

Presenter Bio 

Elyse Comer graduated from Quinnipiac University with her masters in occupational therapy. Ms. 

Comer has worked in a variety of pediatric practice settings and is passionate about providing 

family centered care. She feels strongly about the role sensory processing has on a person’s ability 

to perform daily activities. Elyse has recently completed training to become certified in 

Comprehensive Behavioral Intervention for Tics (CBIT) for teaching individuals with Tourette 

Syndrome how to manage their tics to maximize their functional independence. 

 

Katie Chhu, M.Ed. 

Landmark School 

Study Skills: Strategies to Support Executive Function 
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Abstract 

Explore practical instructional strategies to explicitly teach students to manage time, materials, 

and language to address executive function deficits and support their academic proficiency. 

 

Description 

The presentation will begin with a review of the theoretical frameworks to support the need for 

direct study skills instruction. The presentation will outline how a language-based learning 

disability impacts language and literacy, executive functioning, and study skills. Landmark 

Outreach's most commonly referenced graphics, including The Language Box, will reinforce this 

framework. Another graphic from our popular Outreach executive function online course will 

illustrate how study skills instruction supports each of the components of executive function. After 

understanding the need for explicit instruction for students, particularly those with a language-based 

learning disability such as dyslexia, we will discuss how educators can effectively incorporate direct 

study skills instruction. Short, professionally edited, videos will highlight educators and students 

discussing the impact of study skills and the benefits of explicit instruction. The bulk of the 

presentation will highlight practical instructional strategies that can be immediately be incorporated 

into curriculum. The strategies will be divided by those that support materials management, time 

management, and language management. Examples of strategies by category include teaching 

digital file management, supporting students to use a strategic calendar system, and explicitly 

teaching students to use two column notes to differentiate between main ideas and supporting 

details. Targeted study skills strategies ensure that executive functioning weaknesses are being 

addressed and supported in the classroom. Without strong study skills, students will struggle to 

develop academic proficiency and cannot reach their full potential. Often vital skills like note-

taking, long-term-planning, studying, etc. are not often explicitly taught. Educators deserve to be 

equipped with practical instructional strategies, rooted in best practices for supporting students with 

language-based learning disabilities, to add to their toolboxes. Dawson, Peg. (2018). Executive 
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Skills in Children and Adolescents, Third Edition: A Practical Guide to Assessment and 

Intervention. Guilford Publications. Joseph, L. (2009). Study skills organizers: ready-to-use 

materials for the classroom. Prides Crossing, MA: Landmark School, Inc. Newhall, P. W. (2014). 

Executive function: foundations for learning and teaching. In P.W. Newhall (Ed.), Language-based 

teaching series. Prides Crossing, MA: Landmark School Outreach Program. Newhall, P. W. (2008). 

Study skills: research-based teaching strategies. Prides Crossing, MA: Landmark School, Inc. 

Speaker’s Biographical Sketch (100 

 

Presenter Bio 

Katie Chhu earned her Bachelor’s of Arts from Holy Cross and her Masters of Special Education 

from Simmons College. Katie has taught study skills classes and one-on-one remedial language arts 

tutorials at Landmark High School. As the Director of Landmark Outreach’s Online Program, she 

developed, taught, and coordinated online courses for professional development. She recently 

transitioned into a new role as an admission counselor for Landmark School. 

 

Meg W. Humphrey, Ed.S., LPES, NCSP 

Breakwater Associates 

The Impact of ADHD and Stress on Reading and Writing – Steps for Identification 

and Intervention 
 

Bio 

Meg Humphrey is a Licensed Psychoeducational Specialist and is certified by the SC Board of 

Education as a School Psychologist II and by The National Association of School Psychologists as 

a Nationally Certified School Psychologist. Meg received a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Psychology from The College of Charleston and obtained a Master’s degree and a Specialist degree 

in School Psychology from The College of Graduate and Professional Studies at the Citadel.  

 



 

 

13 

Meg has extensive experience working within the diverse settings of inner city schools, magnet 

schools, and private schools. She assisted in the development of intervention services for individual 

schools and also for an entire school district. Following her work in the public school system, Meg 

joined a private practice in Columbia, SC, where she worked with a Pediatric Psychologist, Speech 

Pathologist, and Clinical Psychologist. She relocated to the Charleston, SC area in 2010 and is 

currently Co-President at Breakwater Associates, a multidisciplinary private practice. Meg provides 

consultations, neuropsychology-based psychoeducational evaluations, Autism Spectrum Disorder  

evaluations, and parent advocacy. Meg is passionate about the need for effective intervention 

services to help provide children and adolescents with successful educational experiences. Her 

educational intervention recommendations, focus on the unique social, emotional, behavioral and 

academic needs of each individual child or adolescent. To gain optimal results, Meg closely 

collaborates with educators, parents, and other professionals to help create supportive learning 

environments that strengthen connections between home, school and the community. She is a 

passionate advocate for the rights of students with special needs and serves as a parent advocate 

during 504 and IEP meetings. She is a professional member of the Council of Parent Attorneys and 

Advocates (COPAA) and has served on the South Carolina Association of School Psychologists 

Executive Board, as the Committee Chair of Children’s Services.  
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Conference Schedule 
7:00-8:00 am Registration - Foyer 

8:10-8:15 am President’s Welcome with Coffee and Breakfast - Gymnasium 

Julie Wood, Ed.S., LPES 

Licensed Psychoeducational Specialist 

SC Certified School Psychologist II 

8:15-9:15 am Keynote - Gymnasium 

Cheryl A. Chase, Ph.D. 

Licensed Clinical Psychologist 

Executive Functions: What are they, why are they important, and how can I help? 

9:30-10:30 am Session 1A 

Scott DeSimone 

Really Great Reading 

 

Decoding and the Struggling  

Reader 

Part 1 

Session 1B 

Angie Neal, CCC-SLP 

Licensed Speech and Language Pathologist 

 

What Are Words Anyway: The Language 

Foundation for Literacy 

Part 1 

Session 1C 

Cheryl A. Chase, Ph.D. 

Licensed Clinical Psychologist 

 

Social-Emotional Challenges of Learning 

and Attention Issues: Learned helplessness 

and a growth mindset 

10:45-11:45 am Session 2A 

Scott DeSimone 

Really Great Reading 

 

Decoding and the Struggling  

Reader 

Part 2 

Session 2B 

Angie Neal, CCC-SLP 

Licensed Speech and Language Pathologist 

What Are Words Anyway: The Language 

Foundation for Literacy 

Part 2 

Session 2C 

Katie Chhu, M.Ed., Admissions Counselor 

Landmark School 

 

Study Skills: Strategies to Support 

Executive Function 

 

11:45-12:30 pm Lunch - Gymnasium 

12:30-1:15 pm IDA-SC General Meeting/Raffle/Guest Speaker - Gymnasium 

1:30-2:30 pm Session 3A 

Scott DeSimone 

Really Great Reading 

 

Decoding and the Struggling  

Reader 

Part 3 

Session 3B 

Priscilla Allen, 

Project Read 

 

Project Read® Curriculum including 

Phonics, Reading Comprehension, and 

Writing 

Session 3C 

Elyse Comer, MOTR/L 

Licensed Occupational Therapist 

 

Making Sense of Sensory Processing! 

 

2:45-3:45 pm Session 4A 

Scott DeSimone 

Really Great Reading 

 

Decoding and the Struggling  

Reader 

Part 4 

Session 4B 

Lauren Baron, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 

Licensed Speech and Language Pathologist 

 

Language and Dyslexia: Understanding 

Why and How to Screen Language Abilities 

 

Session 4C 

Meg Humphrey, Ed.S., LPES, NCSP 

Licensed Psychoeducational Specialist; 

Nationally Certified School Psychologist 

II 

 

The Impact of ADHD and Stress on 

Reading and Writing – Steps for 

Identification and Intervention 

 


